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Field, Ball and Portable Goal Safety Policy and Procedures

No. O.144.0 Title Field, Ball & Portable Goal Safety Type Operational
Description This policy details the procedures to be carried out to keep participants safe when it comes to the

venue and equipment being used.
Definitions Participant: Any person who participates, or expects to participate, in a soccer game, practice/training,

virtual training or other team related event, as either a player or a member of a team or, as a coach,
manager, trainer, etc. or, as a match official or, as a volunteer (such as, but not limited to, support
personnel, chaperones, team Parent/Caregiver, and Directors of the Club), or any other person or care
giver directly associated with a player or a team.

Acronyms MSA or the Club: Milton Soccer Academy
References None
Purpose In soccer, the grounds and facilities need to be appropriate and the equipment needs to be in good

condition for the well–being and safety of the participants. It is extremely important that the soccer field
is in good condition otherwise it will increase the risk of injuries. For example, a soccer game played on
an uneven field with holes will increase the likelihood of players rolling an ankle, losing balance and
colliding with another player, or even falling hard to the ground.

Procedure To enhance safe participation, the Milton Soccer Academy will:
 Inspect the surface of the field before use and remove any hazards. If a hazard cannot be

corrected at the time of use, then the area in question shall be marked off with cones and
players will be advised of the issue. It will be the determination of the Match Official if a game
may proceed. An Incident Report shall be completed and submitted to the Club Administrator
so that the Town can be advised of the issue and have it corrected.

 Replace balls once their water–resistant qualities are lost. The Milton Soccer Academy will
decommission such balls and prevent their future use.

 Use appropriate sized balls for the age and gender of players as outlined in the Canada
Soccer Long Term Player Development matrices.

With regards to goalposts, any injuries and/or fatalities as a result of unsafe or incorrect use of
goalposts is unacceptable. Safety is always of paramount importance within our Club and everyone
must play their part to prevent injuries due to goalposts from occurring in the future.

For safety reasons goalposts of any size (including those which are portable and not installed
permanently at a pitch or practice field) must always be anchored securely to the ground. The Milton
Soccer Academy on its fields will:

 Secure any portable goalposts (excluding "Pugg" type nets) by using appropriate anchor
weights to prevent them from toppling forward.

 Prohibit anyone from climbing, swing on, or playing with the goalposts in an unintended
manner. Anyone caught disobeying this rule will be given one verbal warning to stop. If that
person persists in doing it again, they will be expelled from the park for the remainder of the
day. Any staff, coach, referee or volunteer acting on behalf of the Milton Soccer Academy has
the authority to expel an individual for violation of this rule and shall complete an Incident
Report detailing the incident and submit it to the Club Administrator to be filed.

 Ensure that portable goals are properly assembled and secured as such goalposts could
topple over.

 Ensure that portable goalposts are locked up in pairs at the side of the field facing each other
after use.

 Not use metal cup hooks to secure netting to the goalposts. Any new goalposts purchased
shall not include metal cup hooks.

 Guidelines to prevent toppling: Follow manufacturer’s guide–lines in assembling goalposts.
Before use, the Club shall test the assembled goals following the guidelines below:

o Ensure each goal is anchored securely in its place
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o Exert a significant downward force on the cross bar
o Exert a significant backward force on both upright posts
o Exert a significant forward force on both upright posts

Any issues with the structural integrity of the goal shall be reported to the Field Marshall immediately
and the goal shall be taken off-line and its use prevented until such time that the goal is repaired and
deemed safe to use.

Authority Board of Directors, Club Administrator, Club Head Coach, Technical Staff and technical volunteers
Cost $1500
Source Operational Budget
Impact Prevention of injury and loss of life.
Rev. date April 13, 2022 Submitted by Mike Miller Status Approved
Attachment Canada Soccer Guide to Safety


